
The Micro-structures detector 
 

A component of the MARPLE project 
 
 
We have developed a plug-in for the Eclipse platform [3], called Micro-structures detector, which is part of 
the MARPLE project [1]. This module is devoted to the identification of elemental design patterns [6], 
design pattern clues [7, 8] and micro patterns [5] inside subject systems. Figure 1 depicts the plug-in 
architecture. 
The Micro-structures detector is laid on the functionalities provided by the Eclipse framework. In order 
to be analyzed, the source code of the subject system needs to be translated into an Abstract Syntax 
Tree (AST) representation. The tree data structure is inspected by visitors [4], which have the aim to 
detect realizations of micro-structures inside the system. For each single micro-structure, a visitor has 
been implemented. The AST representation and the basic classes to implement the visitor 
functionalities are provided by the Eclipse Java DOM/AST library, which contains those classes that 
model the source code of a Java program as a structured document. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 – The architecture of the Micro-Structures Detector 
 
The micro-structures instances detected by the visitors are then stored in a model [2], built on top of 
the Eclipse Modeling Framework (EMF), which organically represents all the system classes and 
interfaces, reporting for each of them the micro-structures that have been detected within it. The model 
is generated in order to allow an easy recovery of the stored information that is to be used for the DPD 
and SAR activities. 
Finally, the micro-structures instances can be shown to the user. The visualization module is laid on the 
Eclipse Standard Widget Toolkit (SWT), and basically provides a comfortable tree view in which all the 
micro-structures instances are collected according to their categories. Figure 2 reports a screenshot of 
the Micro-structures detector output obtained on the analysis of JHotDraw 6.0b1. In the figure we can 
notice the results structure, which are organized in folders according to a tree structure collecting the 
considered micro-structures categories and each single micro-structure. In this example, we can see a 
subset of the detected Retrieve EDP instances. 



 
 

Figure 2 – A sample of the results provided by the Micro-structures detector on the analysis of JHotDraw 6.0b1 
 
The Micro Structure Detector is available on request:   marco.zanoni@disco.unimib.it 
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